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HIS istolet you know, Reverend Sirs, how ſen- 
ſible Iandour Brethren are of the great Change we 
perceive in your Pulpits: that whereas ſometime 
ſince, norhing was heard from thence but Thunder 
againſt Dz/enters, with the terrible Noiſe of their 
SIpirit of Obſtinacy and Di/obedience, of Rebellion 
the Sin of Witchcratt, of their being Schi/maticks a- 
ainſt the True Church; and that nothing was ſo proper to reduce 
= ina Chriſtian Temper and within the Pale, as the ſevere Exe- 
ution of the Laws, as Summoning tothe Commons, Sciſing and Im- 
"iſoning, &c. Now all the Srormis clear'd up into a perfect Cai, 
and inſtzad of Force and Rigor, we hear nothing now bur of Far 
Invitations, and moſt Obliging Calls toa Peaceable Union ; there 
peing now no Difference to be heard of berwixt us,but only of a Few 
Indifferans Ceremones, and that otherwiſe We are all Jo:nt- Mem- 
bers with 7ou of the ſame Church, This Change, Iiay; Weare all 
zery Senſible of, And as fora Unto» and a good Correſpondence, 
you may be aſſur'd, wearcfo in love with Unzon and Peace, that we 
could heartily wiſh, to ſee all Chriſtians at this day, as they were in 
the time of the Apoſtles, of One Spirit, and of One Mind, Bur 
you know what has hindr'd us hitherto from Joyning with 7our 
Church; We have always ſulpeRted You for Papri7s mr: Maſque- 
rade; The many Ceremonies You have retain'd, Y our Croſſes, and 
Altars, and Tapers, and Surplices, and Bowings ; Your Confe/- 
feons and Abſ0lutions, and © Majs. Forms of Prayer, Gc. have 0- 
blig'd us to theſe Thoughts ; and that tho' you pretend to have lefr 
Az Babylon 


a \ 


4) | 
Babylen, yetby the Rags and Livery you brought along with you 7 


” . © wecouldnot bur ſtill ſuſpeR of her Rerzxne. q 
Of late indeed you have given us ſome Reaſon to change our Opy, © 
nion; whilſt Popery making lome approaches to you,and eyen and R 
ing at your Doors, you have given her ſuch ay tO 
and treated with ſo much Sever ty, as if inreality youhad noKind! Y 
neſs for her. This, I ſay, is ſome Motive to us, to change out ; 
former Opinion of you, And yer on the other hand, Iſee fo many * 
Mecetts in V i/lanows Man, that I cannot tell how, but ro be Jeal : 
bores (till. 1 fear Tour Religion, may, like the Heather, hays ity 
diflerent Seaſons and Returns. And as ſometimes the Diſlentery 
from theInfluence of your Church, le under a ſeyere and nipping 
'Winter,and at other times again enjoy a watm and inviting Sunſhing 
ſo you may be as changeable in reſpect of the Papiſts too, ſometimes 
for 'em and ſometimes againſt *em; and yet be the ſame old Church 
of-Eng/and ſtill, like the Sun, which maketh different Seaſons and 
Changes inthe Year, yet never changes it ſelf. And this Conſt: 
deration do's not leave me without ſome Fears and Jealouſies. 3 
apprehend you have a way of promoting Popery, and yet being a: 
painſt the Papiſts; and chatif we joyn with you, we may be in; 
firued in real Popery, whilſt we are taughtro hare the Papiſts } 
andif fo,] do not ſee, bur it would be the ſame thing tojoyn with the 
Papiſts, as with you. | 
This Jealouſic of mine has been ſtrengrhned of late by fome of 
your Writings, and moſt eſpecially by one, which appear'd lately, 
Entituled, An anſwer to the Compiler of the Nubes Tefiium, where- 
inthe Author, whilſt he ſeyerly lers fly againſtthe Papiſts, does at 
the ſame time maintair-and propagate ſuch Doctrines, as I haye e- 
ver look?d upon, as the very Eſſence and Groundwork of Popery. 
You'll give me leave to make a ſhort Liſt of ſuchas I haye obſerv'd 
in.che peruſing that Book ;and then it you will give me your Opaden 
an 


you and let meknow, 
\Arine'of your Church, will ſerye asa Light to dire us, what to 


Opi do, whilſt you invite us tojoyn Communion with you. 
and 
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whether really they are contormableto the Do- 


Firſt then he ſays, (.p-$.) T hat be cangrant, that the Biſhop of 


Rome is the Succeſſour of St. Peter. 2. 1/7247 that See 7s the Center 
of the Cathalick Communion, while poſſe? by au Orthodox Biſhop. 
3. That whoſoever Separates himſelf from it profeſſing rhe true 
Faith, and poſſeſſed by a Catholick Biſhop, 2s guilty of Set 


fe, (p. 
37.) 4 Hedoubts beter ther? be really any controver ſie about 


Tradition, betwixt the Church of Rome aud the Church of England 


| That the Tradition of the C atholick Church is 79 be recexued. 6, 


'T hat by Tradition we receive the Holy Scriptures.aud know hyw 70 
ſeparate the Scriptures from Apocry phal or Suppoſitious Writings. 


7, That he is willing and ready t0 recer ve any Doctrine not Writ- 
ten, that bath as perpetual, Wnanimous, and certain a Tradition 


as the Scripture 3 aud that he only watts for the proving tilts, and 


then he is to embrace all the Dottrms of Popery, (p 38,) 8. T hat 
there is-no neceſſity of expreſs Scripture for the Conſtitutions and 
Practices, which his Church enjoyns, un order to the more regular 
aud decent ſervice of God, { p- 47 ) 9. That the Tradition of Ans 
tiquity is highly uſctul and neceſlary tor the Interpretation of Points 
of Faith, (p 48, )10.That be Panaur's the Saints, in obſerving Days 
:1honour ot them :* Aud ſeems to grant all that is produc'd um Nu- 
bes Teſtium «pon that Subject, vis In viſiting Chu: ches in honour 
of the Saints, whoſe Memory 1s there preſery'd; 1 afſemoing to 
2ther in honour of the Saints, and Ccletrating ther ec Memory 
with a Religious Solemnity, /o f0 be partakers of their A.eris. 
11. That it is generally piouſly believ'd, that the vlorifi'd Suints a0 
Intercede fi'r the Church Mihtant, { p-49- ) 12 T bat the honour 
«hich mm the Primatiue 1 ames Was paid 10 the Memories of Saints, 


and uothing but what was highly juſt, and that bereimn they are ln- 
tatcd 


 Veneration, and believ'd that God of ten wrought Miracles by them 
and they might doittoo, /ays this Author, ( p. 51.) 
the Fathers practis*d praying for the Dead; and own'd it as advan- 
tageous to the Fouls departed: Every word of which we freely grant, 
ſays this Author, (p. 53.) That the Fathers in the firf? Ages us'd 
Oblatiuns and Prayers tor the Dead, no body denies, /ays he, We 


don of Sins, / p. 65.) 15. Thatit is the Opinion of his Church, 
that Chriſt's Body is really preſentinthe Euchariſt, / p. 66. )* 16. 
That that conſecrated Food is the Fleſh and Blood of Jeſus Chriſt. 
Theſe are ſome of the Points, which [ obſery'd in reading that 
Book ; and herefor abetter underſtanding, 1 deſire to know of you, 
Whether theſe are truly and really your Doctrine. The Book 1 ee, 
has the Standard Mark ; 'tis Licens'd by the Archbiſhop of Canter- 
bury's Chaplain ; and ſo muſt be ſuppos'd to centain nothing, but 
what is agreeable to your Church. Andifſo, how can we chooſe 
but be Jealous of your Calls ro Union, and fair Invitations, whilſt 
we ſee you holding out Reformation in one Hand, and ſo much 


Popery in the other? What means your ſo good Opinion of the Pope, 
of Tradition, of honouring the Samts ; of ther Interceſſion for us ; 


of honour ing their © Memories or Monument s;of owing a Reſpett and 
Veneration due to the Reliques ; of allowing Prayers for the Souls 
departed, as advantageous to them, and for the Pardon gf their 
Sms; of believing Chrift's Body to be reallypreſent in the Sacre- 
rent, and that it is bis Fleſh and Blogd ? What means, I ſay, all 
this? is this the Doctrine of your Church, ro which you invite us 
tojoyn? If it be, I muſt tell youplainly, You are the Men, Iat. 
waystook you to be, if nor” Papiſts altogether ; at rhe beſt, but 
ke thoſe irperfe? Animals of Egypt, which beginning roleave 
out 


IF 4+ ._ ., "peek 
tated by us, /2ys he, as well as by any other Chriſtians, (p. 50.) and 
13. That the Fathers kept the Reliques of Saints with Reſpe& and jxdo! 


chi 
14. That (ich 


do confeſs withall, that theſe Prayers were offered up alſo for par- | 
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irdo naturally return. For my part if I could come ſo near Popery 
this ; Iſhould make no difficulty of taking t'other Step. For *tis 


mug | chirher all this does naturally tend. 


What we deſire therefore is, That in all your Exhortations to 
Union, you wonld ſuppoſe us to be rational Men, and not willing 
to do any thing; till we ſee and know what it is weare todo, If you 
would haye us Unite, letus know, to what we are tounite; give 

. usaScheme of your Doctrines, of your Practices, .to which'you 
expect our Submiſſion and Aſſent. And when we have this before 
us, upon Conſideration, we ſhall be better able ro know what to do. 
And particularly, as to the points above, it they be according to 
your Church, tellusſo: ifthey be nor, be plain with us, and con- 
demnthem, Whoknows but the Author of theſe Poſitions may 
be ſome Jeſt in Diſguiſe, who under a Feign'a Shew of detcat- 
ing Popery, deſigns nothing more than to promote it ? 

| One other Point Ideſire you to add to theſe, which is that men- 

- tioned by Dr. T:il/ot ſon, in his Sermon at #/hitehal, April 4. 1679. 
' pÞ-17. Where heſays, That Private Per/ons in underſtanding ob- 
ſcure"Texts of Scripture, and the more difficult points in Religion, 
muſt rely upon their Guides : Becauſe in theſe Caſes, lays he,every 
Manis not capable of judging himſelf, and therefore he mu#t neceſſa» 
rily truſt others: and likewiſe ſubmit to what is determin'd and e- 
fZabliſhed by publick conſent and _Authority,. unleſs upon clear E- 
vidence of the Falſhood or Unlawtulneſs of it: And in Caſe Men 
be perverſe and Diſobedient, _Authorit yis Judge,and mayreſtrain 
and pumſh them. To this Point I deſire you to ſpeak clear and plain, 
that ſo if we come to you, we may know, whether in any Points 
of Religion, we mult neceſſarily go blindfold, and rely upon others 
And that it we cannot ſubmit to all that is determin'd by your An- 


. putof Mother dirt, areleftunfiniſh'd, and in Colour, and Scent. 
0. } andthegreateſt part are nothing bur eH/other-dirt (till ; and into 
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thority, we muſt-be un#vordably reſtraiv'® aid punilh'd. 'T his 
point is of ſome concern, becauſe rhistruſting to others Judgemene 
in Matters of Dorine,joyn'd with that of Traditionabovementios/ 
n'd, which authoriſes Conftitutions and Praftices without any Au- 
thority of the zwrztten H/ord; we can eafily foreſee, whither _ 
lead; what is there that may not be impos'd upan. us, upon: theſe 
Principles ; Whilſt we inthe mean time, mult beablig'd eitherto' 
ſybmit, or elſe be puniſh'd as perverſe and diſobedient? Bepoſtive: 
in laying open theſe things to us; Let us know, whoch are:the Dit-- 
ficult Points, which we muſt neceſlarily truſt ro others, and how 
many they are; thario we may know the End of our Beliet. _ _ : 
We Jefite Satisfattioninrheſe Particulats; and when charis done, 
we ſhall know betrer hqw to follow your Calls, 'Y.ow'l pardon this 
* Importunity,andin a Friendly Anſwedconſider our Circumftances; | 
make things as favourable as you can and above allthings remem- 
ber, Thar to hear litrle of T ruſting, - aaglefs of Punithing, will be | 
moſt acceptable to, 7 TI | 
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